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Mr.  Lehman,  from  the  committee  on  inland  navigation  and  in- 

i'W  t0 fhom  were  referred  the  various  documents 
relative  to  rail  roads  and  canals,  made 

REPORT: 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  great  work  of  internal  com¬ 
munication  has  become  acceptable  to  the  interests  of  all  classes  of 
the  community,  and  has  so  tar  advanced  towards  completion,  and 
the  Benefits  it  will  confer  are  so  generally  admitted,  that  argu- 
ments  m  favor  of  its  policy  are  now  superfluous  ® 

Pennsylvania  gave  birth  to  the  turnpike  and  canal  system  in 
America,  and  she  now  perceives  the  policy  of  spreading,  by  means 
of  canals  and  rail  roads,  the  basis  of  strength,  and  unfolding  her 
immense  capability  of  improvement.  It  may  be  said  that  oOr  f  hole 
country  under  the  powerful  stimulus  of  free  institutions,  exhibits 
he  spectacle  of  twenty- four  states  striving  to  augment  the  mass  of 

npfif  wea  and  potation,  and  to  preserve  for  their  own  be¬ 
nefit  the  largest  share  of  the  trade  which  springs  from  such  increas 

*  Arng  the  Atlantic  ^tes,  the  maxim  is  now 
adopted  that  not  only  manufactures  and  agriculture,  but  a  seaport 

wuh  an  extended  home  and  foreign  trade?  are  among  theelemeets 
prosperity.  1  he  struggle  for  commerce  kindles  a  noble  spirit 
of  industry  and  emulation— awakens  genius— and  by  calling  forth 

ttjSBSS the  StateS’  **  ^  aHd 

own  mCans, 16  °f  laSt  ***  the  state  is  PledSed  to  form  by  it, 

'^c?raPlete  communication  between  the  city  Ot  Philadelphia 

“ “0 «“"* » •-  ohi.XtS 

Wesi  Brancah.Ch  ^  **  Sus<luehanDa  t0  the  Bald  Eagle,  on  the 
lawaie A  CatUl  fr°m  CarPenter’s  Point  to  the  tide-water,  on  the  De- 

1ttsburgandVifkeEriee.der  ^  th<5  contemPlated  canal  between 
6th.  A  rail  road  from  Columbia  to  the  town  of  York. 
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The  steady  and  (so  far  as  is  consistent  with  economy  of  expendi¬ 
ture)  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  entire  system  of  improvement 
is  now  the  obvious  policy  of  Pennsylvania;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  communicate  the  to  House,  the  result  of  tneisr 
anxious  inquiries,  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  money  which  ought  to 
be  provided  for  the  present  year,  and  the  objects  to  which  the  mo- 
nejr  ought  to  be  applied. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  bill  annexed  to  this  report,  to  vest  some  dis¬ 
cretionary  powers  in  the  commissioners,  so  far  as  respects  the  rail 
roads  and  canals,  which  are  authorised  to  be  put  under  contract. 
No  maxim  of  prudence  or  economy,  it  is  thought,  will  be  violated* 
if  it  is  left  to  their  discretion  and  responsibility,  to  advance  at 
such  places  and  with  as  much  speed  as  is  compatible  with  the 
means  within^heir  control,  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  and 
the  restiictions  of  the  law.  It  is  presumed,  that  no  difference  of 
opinion  will  now  exist  in  relation  to  the  policy  and  the  true  econo¬ 
my  oi  bringing  to  a  speedy  completion  the.  linp  between  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  the  Ohio,  and  also  the  branches  on  the  Susquehanna  and 
the  Delaware.  All  this  has  been  promised  by  the  law;  and]  upon 
the  faith  of  the  law,  enterprising  citizens  in  every  direction,  have 
made  arrangements  and  entered  kito  contracts,  with  a  view  of  par-' 
ticipating  in  the  advantages  which  such  improvements  never  fail  to 
confer  upon  an  industrious  population.  So  far  as  respects  the 
great  work  alluded  to,  it  may  be  said,  that  its  construction  is  the' 
settled  policy  of  the  state,  and  what  remains  for  the  present  and 
future  legislatures,  'is  to  secure  a  careful  superintendence  and  an 
economical  expenditure  of  the  public  money; 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  recognised  by  existing  laws  as 
part  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  the  committee  have  made  provi¬ 
sions  for  advancing  with  all  practicable  speed  towards  the  great 
canal  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  also  towards  lake  Erie;  The  com¬ 
pletion  of  these  works  is  deemed  essential  to  the  full  usefulness 
and  grandeur  of  the  scheme  of  improvement.  The  importance  of 
connecting  lake  Erie  with  the  Delaware,  is  illustrated  by  the  ra¬ 
pid  increase  of  the  commerce  of  our  inland  seas.  A  few  years  ago- 
ten  vessels  were  sufficient  for  the  trade  of  lake  Erie,  and  now 
there  are  seven  large  steam  boats  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
coasting  vessels.  They  have  also  directed  active  operations  to  be 
commenced  upon  the  Monongahela;  and  if  practicable,  upon  the' 
rail  road  between  Columbia  and  York,  and  also  between  Harrisburg^ 
Carlisle  and  Chambersburg.  These  improvements,  it  is  believed, 
will  be  productive  in  the  shape  of  tolls,  and  are  due  to  the  wishes 
and  interests  of  the  fertile  counties  on  the  southern  border.  Isi* 
the  bill,  the  committee  have  made  provisions  for  examinations  and 
estimates,  with  a  view  of  connecting  the  canal  with  the  river,  both 
at  Derrstown,  on  the  West  Branch,  and  at  Harrisburg  on  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna. 

In  framing  the  bill,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  principle  of 
accommodating  all  the  districts  of  the  state  as  early  as  possible. 
The  result  may  be,  that  tks  state  will  receive  tolls  at  a  later  pe- 
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riod,  from  some  parts  of  the  line  of  communication;  but  it  is  obvi' 
ous,  that  from  other  parts  the  receipt  of  tolls  will  be  earlier. 

The  opinion  has  been  advanced,  that  all  the  energies  of  the  state 
ought,  in  policy,  to  be  concentrated  to  the  main  route  between  the 
Delaware  and  the  Ohio,  and  that  thereby  it  may  the  more  speedily 
be  brought  to  completion.  This,  however,  would  infringe  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  mutual  accommodation,  which  has  received  the  legislative 
sanction,  and  is  now  regarded  as  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
the  public  faith.  It  is  also  believed  that  active  operations  may  be 
carried  on  in  many  parts  of  the  state  to  a  certain  extent,  without 
retarding  in  any  great  degree  the  accomplishment  of  the  main  line. 
Experience  has  proved,  that  in  every  district  labourers  may  be  found 
who  will  work  in  their  own  neighbourhood,  but  will  not  travel  to  a 
great  distance  from  their  homes.  These  may  be  employed  in  the 
advancement  of  interesting  parts  of  the  work,  without  any  serioua 
detriment  to  other  parts  which  may  be  deemed  more  important  to 
the  general  interests  of  the  commonwealth. 

Embarked  as  Pennsylvania  is  in  a  system,  of  which  the  rich  re¬ 
sults  cannot  be  fully  enjoyed  until  all  the  parts  are  completed,  it  is 
the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  true  economy  not  to  stay  the  hand  of 
improvement,  but  to  complete  the  whole  with  all  practicable  speed* 

For  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work,  the  committee  propose 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  3,200,000  dollars. 

If  the  magnitude  of  this  sum  excites  apprehension,  it  will  be  re¬ 
collected  that  the  money  will  be  spent  within  our  own  limits,  and 
will  be  an  active,  moving,  diffusive  capital;  giving  employment  to 
our  own  people,  stimulating  industry  and  ingenuity,  and  producing 
arts,  improvements  and  inventions.  It  will  in  many  ways  be  con¬ 
ducive  to  prosperity,  independent  of  the  advantages  the  public  will 
derive  from  the  improvements.  The  cost  of  the  work  cannot  ulti¬ 
mately  be  any  burden  upon  the  finances  of  the  state,  as  the  income' 
to  be  derived  will  reimburse  the  expense.  All  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  soil  and  mineral  riches  of  Pennsylvania,  concur  to  prove  that 
the  expenditures  to  be  made  will  be  a  judicious  investment.  The 
work  will  pay  for  itself.  It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  arguments 
which  have  heretofore  convinced  the  understandings  of  the  people 
and  of  their  representatives.  Some  interest,  however,  may  be  ex¬ 
cited,  by  facts  recently  ascertained  in  our  own  country,  on  which  a 
judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  amount  of  income  to  be  derived 
from  tolls.  The  committee  are  aware  that  the  vast  sums  invested 
in  turnpike  stock  have  been  unproductive,  and  that  the  receipts 
generally  have  been  consua»ed  by  repairs.  Such,  however,  will 
not  be  the  result  of  the  canal  system. 

The  tonnage  conveyed  on  the  Schuylkill  canal,  within,  the  last 
year,  was  105,463  tons,  and  the  tolls  and  water  rents  amounted  to 
nearly  100,000  dollars.  This  work  has  but  recently  been  finish¬ 
ed,  and  the  result  has  been  thus  encouraging,  although  its  benefi¬ 
cial  influence  upon  the  productive  industry  of  the  country,  is  as 
yet  felt  in  a  very  imperfect  degree.  The  Union  Canal  is  also  full 
ef  promise,  though  it  will  not  be  completed  until  the  ensuing  . 
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Spring,  The  delay  may  be  ascribed  to  the  difficulty  of  carryr% 
canals  across  a  dividing  ridge,  a  difficulty  which  no'  where  exists 
on  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  An  imperfect  navigations 
however,  existed  for  a  few  months  during  the  last  year*  and  suck 
is  the  creative  power  of  a  canal  upon  our  industrious  population 
and  fine  country,  that  with  a  lew  boats  18,000  tons  were  passed 
and  the  tolls  paid,  amounted  to  §26,000.  The  I^ehigh  navigation 
was  interrupted  during  a  great  pa t;t  of  the  past  season,  by  the 
construction  of  works  for  securing  an  ascending  navigation  ;  the 
company,  however,  were  enabled  to  bring  from  the  mines  33150 
tons  of  coal.  The  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  have  been  finish¬ 
ed  but  a  short  time,  and  the  tolls  paid  into  the  New  York  treasury, 
already  amount  to  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars.  Last 
year  there  was  a  failure  of  the  crop  of  wheat,  which  forms  the 
great  staple  of  that  state,  the  tolls  nevertheless  were  §833,000. 

T  his  sum  with  a  sufficient  permanent  allowance  for  superintendance 
and  repairs,  is  adequate  to  paying  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the 
works,  and  leaves  a  large  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  extinction  of  the 
debt. 

[f  such  are  the  happy  results  of  the  works  of  improvement 
above  alluded  to,  what  may  not  reasonably  be  expected  after  the 
completion  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal?  Wheat  will  be  as  abun¬ 
dantly  raised  in  our  state  as  in  New  York,  but  coal  and  iron  will 
be  the  great  staples,  and  they  constitute  in  all  countries  the  most 
Valuable  tonnage  for  canals. 

—  ©  . 

It  cannot  reasonably  be  apprehended  that  any  difficulty  will  ex¬ 
ist  in  procuring  all  the  money  on  loan.  The  dividends  on  bridge 
and  turnpike  stocks,  the  collateral  inheritance  tax,  and  a  portion  \ 
of  the  auction  duties  are  already  set  apart  as  a  fund  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  payment  of  the  interest.  All  the  tolls  arising  from  the  canals 
and  rail  roads  are  pledged,  and  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
tolls  which  will  spring  from  the  streams  of  inland  trade,  by  the 
fact,  that  the  contractor  for  the  great  dam  on  the  Kiskeminitas, 
who  has  finished  his  work,  and  who  is  a  responsible  man,  offers  by 
petition  to  pay  §10,000,  for  the  privilege  of  navigating  four  boats, 
toll  free,  for  half  a  year,  from  Blairsviile  to  Pittsburg.  The  Le¬ 
high  navigation  and  coal  company,  also  in  their  official  report, 
state  the  interesting  fact,  that  tonnage  is  already  waiting  on  the 
Lehigh,  sufficient  at  a  moderate  rate  of  toll  to  produce  a  handsome 
income  to  the  state,  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  canal. 

It  may  truly  be  observed  that  each  successive  year  developes 
new  views  in  relation  to  the  rich  treasure  Pennsylvania  has  in  coal. 

A  recent  memorial  from  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  in  New 
York  states,  the  amount  paid  within  one  year  for  fuel  for  domestic 
purposes  and  steam  boats  in^the  city  of  New  York,  at  §2,400,000. 
Governor  Clinton  in  his  last  official  message  remarks,  that  New 
York  is  compelled  to  resort  to  the  coal  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he 
says  the  quantity  which  will  be  wanted  for  that  state,  is  estimated 
at  two  millions  of  tons.  It  has  now  become  obvious  that  coal  will 
constitute  the  chief  article  of  fuel,  not  only  in  the  city  and  state  of 


CoaT hastecome  an  objectPoTva°st  natin'* i*-a^C*  the  ^aboard, 
soon  be  a  part  of  the  public  nnlirv  f  °na  lnJPortance,  and  it  will 

facilitate  the  means  of  procuring  i/from”*^  S-tatCS  rV*16  union»  to 
The  legislature  of  Delaware  but  a  f*  mme&  of.PennsJrlvania. 
company  for  thejobject,  as  stat-d  in  tZ  I*7®  flncorLPorated  a 
supply  of  mineral  coal  tr  rh Tt  law’  to  furmsh  a  cheap 

state,  to  be  deri  ved^orn^  the  ^ nu^ac  urers  ?nd  people  of  this 
terial  which  abound  in  Thf  neiTh?86  St°rf  °f  jhis  valuabIe  ma- 
Our  state  may  proudly  sav  that  th^h^  S'atex.of  Pennsylvania.” 
tier  mountains  the  grid  reposit(5rv  ni  °f  .nature.  has  made 

also  of  iron;  and  every  ton  whirh  ?  Z ll*  PreG1°us  mineral,  and 
be  tributary  to  her  wealth  arH  .  S  ^xtracted  b’om  the  mines  will 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  more  gr^atne.ss\and  will  aid  in  making 
canal  in  the  United  States  pr0QUCtlYe  in  tolls,  than  any  other 

upon  the  foregoing 

duce,  and  the  security  theiu hliV  e,revenHf  tne  canals  will  pro- 
rest  will  be  paid  C/Zltor  W1"  have’ that  hi*  inte- 

vama  has  to  expect  that  the  loaned  be’  taker ^g^Permsyl. 
abroad  upon  favorable  terms  taken  ther  at  home  or 

a  ^:;sZlZ7  fl°i  Stafe’  »  ttefr  report  made 

will  be  in  the  treasury  m  1830  to  ttie  'p  es*'™ated  balance,  which 
sufficiency  after  defraying  all  tb»  r  eanal  fund>  there  will  be  a 

interest  of  the  present  debt,  to^th^r  withihe^T868’, t0  meet  the 
be  incident  to  the  new  loan  no?,  J  ti‘  t!le  Int3rest  which  will 
lars.  It  has  been  suggested  that't1 fos®d’ dlree  millions  of  dol- 
timid,  it  may  be  expedient  to  etablfsJ  thf,Prude'“  and  the 
revenue,  and  the  subject  is  now  un trT*  addl.t,,onal  farces  of 
finance  committee  of  the  House.  But  f e  ,consideration  of  the 

tion  wfl rbeneceisa?i°U ^  ^  belieVins,  that  *n7  adVtwnaT toxa* 

is  the  state  ptiLess^more  resources  PennsJ,.lTania-  Where 
riches  m  the  products  of  the  sod  and  the  Z  m°'e  '?!egrity  ?  Onr 
tions  of  personal  property  a,~  a  ,  m‘nesVand  in  the  acquisi- 
poses.  Practical  schemed  nf  n  “  0st  lint°uched  for  state  pur- 

The?hrlC  fai?  Wiil  be  Pigged"  to'estoblisir"  ffi  Wanting’  and 
The  ability  and  patriotism  of  the  nermi*  sk  su®cient  revenue. 

wise  government  will  never  sacrifice  T  man  Can  doubf>  and  a 

and  good  faith.  It  is  believed  that  fw  Punctuality 

for  facilitating  the  sale  and  transfer  of  st  i68  ”7  be  resorted  to 

sending  stock  to  Europe,  and  that  it  “"u  8tePs  taken  for 

tage.  rhe  committee  believe  that  in  di  ere  Sold  to  advan- 

the  state  may  be  assisted  by  some  of  d.1 !  PuTsu,t  of  ‘I™  object, 
noth  patriotism  and  interesf  will  nr0mnt  tf^i tlD?  banks;  and  that 
r  other  banks,  to  afford  facilities^  the  16  bank  ef  Pennsylvania 
pecuniary  aids.  IIt,es  to  the  government  in  obtaining 

the  commlttee 
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States,  five  millions  mig  na)  |nances,  or  preventing  the  speedy 

■without  embarrassing  debt,  or  interfering  with  any  ®xPeJ 

extinguishment  of  >  national  government.  It  is  believed 

dient  or  just  operation  of  t  *  g  theSaimual  distribution  may  be 
that  after  the  lapseofa  f  J  first  mentioned  sum  would  entitle 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  interest  on  twelve  millions  of 

Pennsylvania  to  8  6°o,000,  or  tbe  interest  on 

dollars.  The  last  mentioned  sum  wou  lht 

twenty  four  millions  of  doUars  national  legislature; 

of  this  object  is  now  pending  representatives  in  congress  to  pro- 
and  the  house  has  requested  our^p  ^  ^  to  this  financial 

mote  its  adoption.  I  but  in  conjunction  with  thefiinos 

resource  as  of  certain  »eliance,  out  ^  lt  ho,d3  out 

already  *et  apart  and  the  sure  recj^  ^^ent  of  genius  and 
the  cheering  prospect  that  ie  ^  ^  bUc  engagement*  be  me,, 

power  may  be  accompli  ivania  for  good  faith  be  n> aintain- 

and  the  high  character  o ^  Pen  .y  the  certainty  *at  what- 

*  tt£53tSK£  6—iu  *>.«".  -1 ««  *•  - 

2^  Atssssa-  -  — -  * 

subject  of  another  report.  remark,  that  the  genius  of  Wil- 

ln  conclusion,  the  committee  »  ^  We  communications  in 
liam  Penn  recognised  the  PO  Jnt'  before  a  canal  was  construct- 
Pennsylvania  n.ore  than  1  predecessors,  the  inhabitant 

ed  in  his  native  country, an  th£first  among  the  members  of  the 
the  land  which  he  planted,  ^  measured  waters  with  a  view 

unfold  their  own  riches,  bu  There  is  a  necessity  of 

i  r-tz  it  3“  asii-sri^  "ts 

™Tto beUfted  to  the  high beyond  all 
iJ  the  centre  of  the  United  States,  ^  tidc  of  the  Delaware  on 
i  r,-  ife  mineral  wealth.  *t  lokes  on  the  west*  and 

IS  legislation,  mental  ana  Ply  ..  a  0f  the  mines, 

xi  k»»»  i"  8*s-beE;:?^itd  •» «— 


